Legislative Session Minutes
July 24, 2017

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
MEETING WILL RECESS UNTIL 7:30 P.M.
CALL TO ORDER
Attendee
Sam Barone
John Francis
Nancy Vail
John Fair
Susan Kahrl
Janis Seavolt
John Booth
Bruce Hawkins

Title
First Ward
Second Ward
Third Ward
Fourth Ward
At-Large
At Large
Councilman
President

Status
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present

Others in Attendance: Mayor Mavis, Safety Service Director Joel Daniels, Law Director Rob
Broeren, Auditor Terry Scott, Engineer Brian Ball, Clerk Tanya Newell, Knox Pages
Reporter Cheryl Splain, Mount Vernon News Reporter Chuck Martin, Spectrum Tech Paul
Glass, Chris Menapace, Matt Starr, Starla Benson, Dennis Swingle, many other residents
from Edgewood Road, Karen Oehll, Samantha Scoles and Scott Miglin.
INVOCATION
Karen Oehl, the new pastor at Gay Street United Methodist Church

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
All recited in unison.

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES
-

City Council - Legislative Session - Jun 26, 2017 7:30 PM

RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
John L. Fair, Fourth Ward
Janis Seavolt, At Large
Barone, Francis, Vail, Fair, Kahrl, Seavolt, Booth

RECEIVE PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS
RECEIVE COMMITTEE REPORTS
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LIQUOR CONTROL LICENSE
-

Woodward Local Foods Initiative Inc., DBA Harvest at the Woodward, 101 South
Main Street, Mount Vernon, OH 43050

RESULT:

ANNOUNCED

PROCLAMATION
PERSONS SPEAKING ON MATTERS NOT COVERED BY LEGISLATION
Public Speakers

-

Starla Benson

-

Dennis Swingle

RESOLUTIONS FOR THIRD READING
RESOLUTIONS FOR SECOND READING
RESOLUTION NO. 2017-52
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION TO THE ELECTORS OF
THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON AT THE GENERAL ELECTION TO BE HELD
ON NOVEMBER 7, 2017, AN ORDINANCE TO INCREASE THE CITY INCOME
TAX FROM A RATE OF ONE AND ONE-HALF PERCENT (1.5%) TO A RATE
OF TWO PERCENT (2.0%) EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2018, TO AMEND
SECTIONS 183.012 AND 183.013 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE
CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY
Finance and Budget: Barone, Vail
Mr. Barone - Asked for an amendment and the changes would read as follows:
(6th WHEREAS):
WHEREAS, there exists a need for revenue for the purposes of (1) construction and rehabilitation
of roads and bridges, (2) funding of capital improvements, buildings and equipment, and (3) current expenses
and capital improvement needs of the police and fire departments and general fund of the City; and
(Under 183.013):
(I)
The additional one-half percent (1/2%) of the funds collected under the provisions of this chapter,
approved by the electors of the City of Mount Vernon in 2017, shall be deposited in the Municipal
Income Tax ½% (Voted #2) Fund and shall be disbursed as follows (1) 40% for construction and
rehabilitation of roads and bridges, (2) 20% for capital improvements, buildings and equipment, and (3) 40%
current expenses and capital improvement needs of the police and fire departments and general fund.
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RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
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AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
Sam Barone, First Ward
Nancy R. Vail, Third Ward
Barone, Francis, Vail, Fair, Kahrl, Seavolt, Booth

RESOLUTION NO. 2017-52
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION TO THE ELECTORS OF
THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON AT THE GENERAL ELECTION TO BE HELD
ON NOVEMBER 7, 2017, AN ORDINANCE TO INCREASE THE CITY INCOME
TAX FROM A RATE OF ONE AND ONE-HALF PERCENT (1.5%) TO A RATE
OF TWO PERCENT (2.0%) EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2018, TO AMEND
SECTIONS 183.012 AND 183.013 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE
CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY
Finance and Budget: Barone, Vail
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

SUSPENSION OF THE RULES [UNANIMOUS]
Sam Barone, First Ward
Nancy R. Vail, Third Ward
Barone, Francis, Vail, Fair, Kahrl, Seavolt, Booth

RESOLUTION NO. 2017-52
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION TO THE ELECTORS OF
THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON AT THE GENERAL ELECTION TO BE HELD
ON NOVEMBER 7, 2017, AN ORDINANCE TO INCREASE THE CITY INCOME
TAX FROM A RATE OF ONE AND ONE-HALF PERCENT (1.5%) TO A RATE
OF TWO PERCENT (2.0%) EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2018, TO AMEND
SECTIONS 183.012 AND 183.013 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE
CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY
Finance and Budget: Barone, Vail
Mr. Barone - This subject has been the predominant topic of this council since the beginning of the summer.
We have had a public hearing, we have had a special meeting of the finance committee last week to discuss
amendments. Some very good insights were offered that merited and have gotten some serious consideration. I
don't think it is an overstatement to suggest to you tonight and to those listening that the passage of this ½%
increase is a paramount importance to the welfare of our city. Not only for the underwriting of our vital police
and fire/EMS services which have long ago outstripped their revenue source and have required a significant
subsidy from the general fund in excess of over $3 million a year. At the great expense of the other departments
and predominately to the capital improvement budget of the city. Failure on our part to educate the public as to
the need for this extra ½% will lead to dire consequences which we have not yet been able to quantify, but I
know that we will be discussing as a contingency. There’s only so much money in our general fund and we
definitely have needs that cannot be ignored. I encourage, as I have on every other occasion, for all members of
council to the best of your ability to reach out and to talk to as many groups of people in our community as you
can about the history and the importance of this. It has been 34 years since the voters have been asked to
increase the revenue stream through the income tax. I think it’s a self-evident case that a number of
administrations and auditors over the past 3 decades have done yeoman’s job at making this revenue stream last
and stretch as far as it can and now is the time for action.
Mrs. Vail - I think that now that this has been altered so that there is identification for where the funding will go
to fire/EMS and police it certainly will be more palatable to the people whom we represent because no one likes
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to just vote more taxes without knowing where they're going. We are all working to keep ahead of our own
expenses, but because we care about what is going on in our community we need to have a good EMS, a good
fire department as we do and we want to keep them and we want to be supportive of our police department as
we all know they are facing some terrific problems that are in addition to everything else they've ever had.
Mr. Barone - If we are successful in increasing the dedicated funding for police and fire that that will relieve
some strain from the general fund and they may well wonder and ask aloud or to themselves what is this council
going to do with the money that they don't have to spend to fill that hole in the police and fire budgets and to
that I would say following an almost yearlong study by our citizens finance study group we have identified and
articulated a 10-year plan of capital improvements and deferred maintenance in our city that is upward of $90
million of which we can't ever imagine ever being able to address every issue on that list. I guess my first
comment would be to say what we are not going to do with it is to expand the size of city government. That is
not on anybody’s mind even with the respect to the fire and police budgets. The money that will be generated,
if we are successful, from this ½% levy will go to underwrite the existing budgets. We are not talking about a
major expansion of fire and police beyond the three positions that we projected when we added coverage of
Liberty Township and beyond the addition of one, drug-related interdiction officer that has been requested by
Chief Monroe in the police department. There’s little or no chance that this revenue will outstrip the need that
these departments have and in the unlikely event that it does we have provided in this legislation for any excess
funds that are available to police and fire to be sequestered for future capital needs, be they for a future
substation for the fire department or for the replacement of the police department, all of these things are projects
that we know are in our near to immediate future and we would welcome the opportunity to bank some money
and to minimize our borrowing needs for these major projects. As with our existing income tax, it only applies
to earned income. I mention this because I know throughout our conversations this summer that there was great
concern that at a time, particularly those on fixed incomes, which consists of pension and social security, when
they are going to be asked by a number of entities in our community to look at some other needs that may affect
their property taxes it was important for us that what we are asking the citizens and the wage earners of our
community to do in terms of a little extra effort would not impact those people who are living on pensions,
social security and unearned income.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ADOPTED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
Sam Barone, First Ward
Nancy R. Vail, Third Ward
Barone, Francis, Vail, Fair, Kahrl, Seavolt, Booth

RESOLUTIONS FOR FIRST READING
RESOLUTION NO. 2017-53
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO SELL
BY SEALED BID A VEHICLE NOT NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE BY THE CITY
OF MOUNT VERNON; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
Finance and Budget: Barone, Vail
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

SUSPENSION OF THE RULES [UNANIMOUS]
Sam Barone, First Ward
Nancy R. Vail, Third Ward
Barone, Francis, Vail, Fair, Kahrl, Seavolt, Booth

RESOLUTION NO. 2017-53
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO SELL
BY SEALED BID A VEHICLE NOT NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE BY THE CITY
OF MOUNT VERNON; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
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Finance and Budget: Barone, Vail
Mr. Barone - We are authorizing the safety service director to sell a 2014 Chevy Impala that no longer need for
public use.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Sam Barone, First Ward
Nancy R. Vail, Third Ward
Barone, Francis, Vail, Fair, Kahrl, Seavolt, Booth

RESOLUTION NO. 2017-54
A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR'S APPOINTMENT OF CHARLES
WENDT TO THE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION; AND DECLARING AN
EMERGENCY.
Employee and Community Rel.: Francis, Kahrl
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

SUSPENSION OF THE RULES [UNANIMOUS]
John Francis, Second Ward
Susan Kahrl, At-Large
Barone, Francis, Vail, Fair, Kahrl, Seavolt, Booth

RESOLUTION NO. 2017-54
A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR'S APPOINTMENT OF CHARLES
WENDT TO THE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION; AND DECLARING AN
EMERGENCY.
Employee and Community Rel.: Francis, Kahrl
Mayor - We have 3 members of the Civil Service Commission, 2 of them have resigned recently. One of them
is moving out of town and the other has changed employement. Charles Wendt has been a long time member of
the city, lives out in the Chestnut Boulevard area, he is a semi-retired school teacher out of Highland. He has
volunteered, I have met with him and we have talked about the responsibilities and we are happy to have him
become a member of the commission, replacing Mr. Craigo.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
John Francis, Second Ward
Susan Kahrl, At-Large
Barone, Francis, Vail, Fair, Kahrl, Seavolt, Booth

RESOLUTION NO. 2017-55
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE
CITY OF MOUNT VERNON TO MAKE SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS.
Finance and Budget: Barone, Vail
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MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

July 24, 2017

SUSPENSION OF THE RULES [UNANIMOUS]
Sam Barone, First Ward
Nancy R. Vail, Third Ward
Barone, Francis, Vail, Fair, Kahrl, Seavolt, Booth

RESOLUTION NO. 2017-55
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE
CITY OF MOUNT VERNON TO MAKE SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS.
Finance and Budget: Barone, Vail
Mr. Barone - We have 5 appropriations, 4 of them appear to be relatively routine interoffice appropriations, but
one of them deserves some additional mention and that is the receipt or expenditure of $18,000 to the police K9 unit. This $18,000 a gift from the Arms of an Angel Fund of the Community Foundation and if you were
paying attention to the media in the last week or so you saw that we had a wonderful ceremony on the steps of
City Hall where Mr. David Culbertson presented to the Mayor, Chief Monroe and Terry Scott this check for
$18,000. He has worked since January/February to raise so that the city might acquire a K-9 unit for its police
department. We want to thank Mr. Culbertson again publicly for his hard work and generosity over the last six
months.
Mr. Daniels - I would like to mention that Dave's wife, Ellen also is a part of this and they do this in memory of
their son, Carl.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Sam Barone, First Ward
Nancy R. Vail, Third Ward
Barone, Francis, Vail, Fair, Kahrl, Seavolt, Booth

RESOLUTION NO. 2017-56
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE
CITY OF MOUNT VERNON TO TRANSFER CERTAIN FUNDS.
Finance and Budget: Barone, Vail
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

SUSPENSION OF THE RULES [UNANIMOUS]
Sam Barone, First Ward
Nancy R. Vail, Third Ward
Barone, Francis, Vail, Fair, Kahrl, Seavolt, Booth

RESOLUTION NO. 2017-56
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE
CITY OF MOUNT VERNON TO TRANSFER CERTAIN FUNDS.
Finance and Budget: Barone, Vail
Mr. Scott - Item 3, the $33,000 in small cities grant. That's our CDBG program in which we do a number of
programs rehab housing and rental assistance. This is a line item adjustment between the accounts. Item 4 for
$40,000 to street paving out of public building and lands, ODOT came through the city and paved parts of the
roadway in our area this year and their price that they gave us to begin with at the beginning of the year that you
folks put in your capital improvements was not sufficient based on their revised estimates. So we are moving
money for what we originally had set aside money to work with for the front steps of City Hall. We have
elected to defer that again, if you will and allocate these dollars to help pick-up our matching share 20% of
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ODOT paving, Route 229.
Mr. Ball - With their project they had 2 issues, one they underestimated the amount of handicap work because
there are federal funds involved in ODOT paving and so they have to bring all the crosswalks up to the current
ADA standards, secondly there bids came in 13% over their estimate and they only had one bidder which was
Kokosing Construction so they only had one option and so they accepted the bid and those two things combined
are the additional funds that they have asked us to provide.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Sam Barone, First Ward
Nancy R. Vail, Third Ward
Barone, Francis, Vail, Fair, Kahrl, Seavolt, Booth

RESOLUTION NO. 2017-57
A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR'S REAPPOINTMENT OF GAIL
LABENNE TO THE HISTORICAL REVIEW COMMISSION FOR A ONE-YEAR
TERM, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
Employee and Community Rel.: Francis, Kahrl
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

SUSPENSION OF THE RULES [UNANIMOUS]
John Francis, Second Ward
Susan Kahrl, At-Large
Barone, Francis, Vail, Fair, Kahrl, Seavolt, Booth

RESOLUTION NO. 2017-57
A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR'S REAPPOINTMENT OF GAIL
LABENNE TO THE HISTORICAL REVIEW COMMISSION FOR A ONE-YEAR
TERM, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
Employee and Community Rel.: Francis, Kahrl
Mayor - Gail has served on the Historical Review Commission for a number of years, they are one-year
appointments, we'd like to have them longer than that, but they are one-year. She lives in the historic district,
council requires the two members that join the planning commission for review of historic changes in buildings
and Gail's acutally been an outstanding member. She's brave enough to speak out and we're pleased that she
would accept an additional year.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
John Francis, Second Ward
Susan Kahrl, At-Large
Barone, Francis, Vail, Fair, Kahrl, Seavolt, Booth

ORDINANCES FOR THIRD READING
ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING
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ORDINANCE NO. 2017-21
AN ORDINANCE TO PROHIBIT ALL MEDICAL MARIJUANA ACTIVITIES,
INCLUDING THE CULTIVATION, PROCESSING, OR RETAIL SALE OF
MEDICAL MARIJUANA, IN ANY ZONING DISTRICT IN THE CITY OF
MOUNT VERNON, OHIO
Planning and Zoning: Vail, Barone
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
NAYS:

SUSPENSION OF THE RULES [2 TO 5]
Nancy R. Vail, Third Ward
Sam Barone, First Ward
Vail, Kahrl
Barone, Francis, Fair, Seavolt, Booth

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-21
AN ORDINANCE TO PROHIBIT ALL MEDICAL MARIJUANA ACTIVITIES,
INCLUDING THE CULTIVATION, PROCESSING, OR RETAIL SALE OF
MEDICAL MARIJUANA, IN ANY ZONING DISTRICT IN THE CITY OF
MOUNT VERNON, OHIO
Planning and Zoning: Vail, Barone
RESULT:

SECOND READING

Next: 8/28/2017 7:30 PM

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-22
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2016-04 FIXING THE
NUMBER OF HOURLY EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON;
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
Employee and Community Rel.: Francis, Kahrl
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

SUSPENSION OF THE RULES [UNANIMOUS]
John Francis, Second Ward
Susan Kahrl, At-Large
Barone, Francis, Vail, Fair, Kahrl, Seavolt, Booth

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-22
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2016-04 FIXING THE
NUMBER OF HOURLY EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON;
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
Employee and Community Rel.: Francis, Kahrl
Mr. Daniels - This is a part-time position, 20 hours a week, the pay rate will be $17.16 an hour and the funds to
do this will come out of the water/wastewater utility fund, 1/2 of the wages will be paid by the water fund and
the other 1/2 will be paid by the wastewater fund.
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ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
John Francis, Second Ward
Susan Kahrl, At-Large
Barone, Francis, Vail, Fair, Kahrl, Seavolt, Booth

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-23
AN ORDINANCE TO SUBMIT TO THE ELECTORS OF THE CITY OF MOUNT
VERNON, OHIO THE QUESTION “SHALL A COMMISSION BE CHOSEN TO
FRAME A CHARTER?”
Planning and Zoning: Vail, Barone
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

POSTPONED INDEFINITELY [UNANIMOUS]
Nancy R. Vail, Third Ward
Sam Barone, First Ward
Barone, Francis, Vail, Fair, Kahrl, Seavolt, Booth

ORDINANCES FOR FIRST READING
ORDINANCE NO. 2017-24
AN ORDINANCE CONSENTING TO THE ANNEXATION OF 3.249 ACRES
FROM CLINTON TOWNSHIP INTO THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON BY THE
PETITION OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON; PROVIDING FOR CERTAIN
CITY SERVICES TO THE ANNEXED PARCEL AND PROVIDING
PROTECTIONS AGAINST INCOMPATIBLE USES UNDER EXISTING
TOWNSHIP ZONING; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
Planning and Zoning: Vail, Barone
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

SUSPENSION OF THE RULES [UNANIMOUS]
Nancy R. Vail, Third Ward
Sam Barone, First Ward
Barone, Francis, Vail, Fair, Kahrl, Seavolt, Booth

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-24
AN ORDINANCE CONSENTING TO THE ANNEXATION OF 3.249 ACRES
FROM CLINTON TOWNSHIP INTO THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON BY THE
PETITION OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON; PROVIDING FOR CERTAIN
CITY SERVICES TO THE ANNEXED PARCEL AND PROVIDING
PROTECTIONS AGAINST INCOMPATIBLE USES UNDER EXISTING
TOWNSHIP ZONING; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
Planning and Zoning: Vail, Barone
Mrs. Vail - This Ordinance was 2017-12 earlier this year and in May because of some questions that had arisen
we did suspend [sic] that ordinance indefinitely and now it has come back to us as 2017-24.
Mayor - This is the Commerce Drive annexation, one that we started on several months ago which Mrs. Vail
already stated. This had to do with the placement of the traffic signal out there. In this particular case the west
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side of the road was in the city and the east side was not, ODOT said if you want to put a traffic signal in you
have to be able to say that the traffic signal is inside the city. That started this project, we did run into a little
snag because it is required that we have an annexation agreement with each annexation parcel that we want to
do, this is under the Type II annexation so the people actually stay in the township, but also come to the city and
so we now have the agreement from Clinton Township and we believe that we are ready for annexation.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Nancy R. Vail, Third Ward
Sam Barone, First Ward
Barone, Francis, Vail, Fair, Kahrl, Seavolt, Booth

REMARKS FROM THE ADMINISTRATION
Mayor Mavis - Thanked Starla Benson and Dennis Swingle for coming to speak at council, mentioned the bids for
Pleasant Street Improvement and spoke about the monthly utility bills are running smoothly.
Joel Daniels - Made a correction about the part-time position in the water office.
Rob Broeren - Mentioned that the city does ticket truckers.

REMARKS FROM COUNCIL
Mr. Barone - Spoke about the legislation for the income tax.
Mr. Francis - Thanked Mr. Barone and Mrs. Vail for listening on the charter piece, mentioned the town hall
meetings and spoke about hosting a meet and greet on 3 different dates at Riverside Park to talk to citizens.
Mrs. Vail - Asked about ticketing truckers, spoke about the process on arrests in the opioid epidemic.
Mr. Booth - Spoke about the issues that Mr. Swingle spoke about and agreed with what he was saying on the speed.
Mrs. Kahrl - Agreed with the speed issues and asked for others to come and speak about the medical marijuana
issue.
Mr. Hawkins - Thanked the media.

ADJOURN AT THE CALL OF THE PRESIDENT
Mr. Booth made a motion to adjourn, Mr. Fair second, all in favor, the meeting was adjourned at 8:41 p.m.

____________________________________
Bruce E. Hawkins, President of Council

__________________________________
Tanya Newell, Clerk of Council

CD on file/tmn
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City Council
City of Mount Vernon
Mount Vernon, OH 43050
AMENDED
RESOLUTION 2017-52

Meeting: 07/24/17 7:30 PM
Dept: Finance and Budget
Barone, Vail
Category: Finance and Budget
Prepared By: Rob Broeren
Initiator: Tanya Newell
DOC ID: 1569 C

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION TO THE ELECTORS OF THE CITY OF
MOUNT VERNON AT THE GENERAL ELECTION TO BE HELD ON NOVEMBER 7, 2017,
AN ORDINANCE TO INCREASE THE CITY INCOME TAX FROM A RATE OF ONE AND
ONE-HALF PERCENT (1.5%) TO A RATE OF TWO PERCENT (2.0%) EFFECTIVE
JANUARY 1, 2018, TO AMEND SECTIONS 183.012 AND 183.013 OF THE CODIFIED
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN
EMERGENCY

WHEREAS, in August 2016, the City appointed a number of business and community
leaders to a Finance Study Group, whose charge was to review City operations and current
funding sources; and
WHEREAS, the Finance Study Group concluded that based on necessary City services,
current funding levels will result in significant, ongoing and increasing shortages in the City’s
operating funds; and
WHEREAS, the Finance Study Group recommended that revenue enhancements should
be pursued to address the these shortages, including the potential increase in the City income tax
rate; and
WHEREAS, in response to the Finance Study Group's recommendations, the City has
determined that an income tax increase of one half of one percent is necessary to sustain the
necessary level of City services; and
WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code Section 718.01 provides that "No municipal corporation
shall levy a tax on income at a rate in excess of one per cent without having obtained the
approval of the excess by a majority of the electors of the municipality voting on the question at
a general, primary, or special election"; and
WHEREAS, there exists a need for revenue for the purposes of current expenses and
capital improvement needs of the police and fire departments; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MOUNT
VERNON, OHIO:
SECTION 1: That pursuant to Chapter 718 of the Ohio Revised Code, there be and hereby is
submitted to the electors of the City for their approval or rejection at the General Election to be
held on November 7, 2017, a proposed ordinance to provide for an increase in the City income
tax from a rate of one and one-half percent (1.5%) to a rate of two percent (2.0%) effective
January 1, 2018, to amend Sections 183.012 and 183.013 of the Codified Ordinances of the City
of Mount Vernon, Ohio, and to declare an emergency, such proposed ordinance reading as
follows:

Updated: 7/17/2017 10:33 AM by Rob Broeren C
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Resolution 2017-52

Meeting of July 24, 2017

TO INCREASE THE CITY INCOME TAX FROM A RATE OF ONE AND ONE-HALF
PERCENT (1.5%) TO A RATE OF TWO PERCENT (2.0%) EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2018,
TO AMEND SECTIONS 183.012 AND 183.013 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE
CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MOUNT
VERNON, OHIO:
Section 1. That there be and hereby is levied a tax on earned income, effective January 1, 2018,
equal to two percent (2.0%) per annum.
Section 2. That effective January 1, 2018, Section 183.02 of the Codified Ordinances of the City
of Mount Vernon, Ohio, be and hereby is amended to read as follows (additions are in bold,
deletions are in strikethrough):
183.012

PURPOSES OF TAX; RATE

(A)
To provide funds for the purposes of general municipal operations, maintenance, new
equipment, extension and enlargement of municipal services and facilities and capital
improvements of this municipality, there shall be, and is hereby levied a tax on qualifying
salaries, wages, commissions and other compensation, and on net profits as hereinafter provided.
(B)
An annual tax for the purposes specified in Section 183.012(A), hereof, shall be imposed
on and after the first day of January, 2016 2018, at the rate of one and one half percent (1 ½%)
two percent (2.0%) per annum.
Section 3. That effective January 1, 2018, Section 183.013 of the Codified Ordinances of the
City of Mount Vernon, Ohio, be and hereby is amended to read as follows (additions are in
bold):
183.013

ALLOCATION OF FUNDS

The first one percent (1%) of the funds collected under the provisions of this chapter shall be
credited in the following manner:
(A) Such part thereof as shall be necessary to defray all costs of collecting the tax and the cost
of administering and enforcing the provisions thereof.
(B) (1) Not more than eighty-one (81%) of the net available income tax receipts shall be
placed in the General Fund and used to defray operating expenses in of the City.
(2) A provision shall be made for a sufficient amount of income tax receipts to be deposited
into the Bond Retirement-Income Tax Fund to retire the debt service associated with the issuance
of bonds for the construction of a maintenance building for the street department, the water
department and the wastewater department. At such time the bonds have been fully retired, this
provision shall be repealed, and the receipts shall be credited to the General Fund.
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(C) At least ten percent (10%) of the net available income tax receipts shall be set aside for
capital improvements of the City, including, but not limited to, development and construction of
sewers; to provide for improvement and maintenance of public buildings; for equipment
necessary for police, fire, street, and service departments; and to provide for parks and
playgrounds.
(D) At least three percent (3%) of the net available income tax receipts shall be set aside for
street construction, maintenance and repair funds.
(E) At least one percent (1%) of the net available income tax receipts shall be set aside for the
police pension fund.
(F) At least one percent (1%) of the net available income tax receipts shall be set aside for the
fire pension fund.
(G) At least four percent (4%) of the net available income tax receipts shall be set aside for the
cemetery fund.
(H)
The additional one-half percent (1/2%) of the funds collected under the provisions of this
chapter, approved by the electors of the City of Mount Vernon in 1983, shall be deposited in
the Municipal Income Tax ½% (Voted) Fund and shall be disbursed for current expenses for the
departments of fire and police.
(I)
The additional one-half percent (1/2%) of the funds collected under the provisions
of this chapter, approved by the electors of the City of Mount Vernon in 2017, shall be
deposited in the Municipal Income Tax ½% (Voted #2) Fund and shall be disbursed for
current expenses and capital improvement needs of the police and fire departments.
Section 4. It is hereby found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning
and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council,
and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal
action, were in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all legal requirements, including
Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22.
Section 5. This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, and safety, said emergency being the need to
identify and collect future revenue for the purposes of (1) construction and rehabilitation of roads
and bridges, (2) funding of capital improvements, buildings and equipment, and (3) current
expenses of the police and fire departments and general fund of the City, and, except as
otherwise provided herein, shall be in force and effect immediately upon its passage and
approval by the Mayor.

SECTION 2: That the Clerk of this Council shall forthwith certify a copy of this Resolution and
the proposed ordinance as set forth in Section 1 of this Resolution to the Knox County Board of
Elections.
SECTION 3: That the Board of Elections be and it is hereby requested to provide a ballot in
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accordance with Ohio Revised Code Section 718.01 to submit to the electors of the City the
proposed ordinance as set forth in Section 1 of this Resolution, at the General Election to be held
on November 7, 2017; said Board of Elections to provide the following statement of the issue to
be submitted to the electors as follows:

"Shall the Ordinance providing for a two per cent (2.0%) levy on income earned on and after
January 1, 2018 for the purposes of (1) construction and rehabilitation of roads and bridges, (2)
funding of capital improvements, buildings and equipment, and (3) current expenses of the
police and fire departments and general fund of the City, be passed?

FOR THE INCOME TAX ��
AGAINST THE INCOME TAX �� "

SECTION 4: It is hereby found and determined that all formal actions of this Council
concerning and relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open meeting of
this Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees that resulted
in such formal action, were in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all legal
requirements including Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22.
SECTION 5: This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, the emergency being the necessity
of complying with the statutory filing deadline to place the aforementioned income tax levy on
the ballot for the General Election to be held November 7, 2017, and said Resolution shall,
therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided that it
receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the Council of the City of
Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be force from and after the earliest period allowed
by law.

HISTORY:
06/26/17

City Council

FIRST READING

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Mr. Barone - This subject has been the predominant topic of this council since the beginning of
the summer. We have had a public hearing, we have had a special meeting of the finance
committee last week to discuss amendments. Some very good insights were offered that merited
and have gotten some serious consideration. I don't think it is an overstatement to suggest to you
tonight and to those listening that the passage of this ½% increase is a paramount importance to
the welfare of our city. Not only for the underwriting of our vital police and fire/EMS services
which have long ago outstripped their revenue source and have required a significant subsidy
from the general fund in excess of over $3 million a year. At the great expense of the other
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departments and predominately to the capital improvement budget of the city. Failure on our
part to educate the public as to the need for this extra ½% will lead to dire consequences which
we have not yet been able to quantify, but I know that we will be discussing as a contingency.
There’s only so much money in our general fund and we definitely have needs that cannot be
ignored. I encourage, as I have on every other occasion, for all members of council to the best of
your ability to reach out and to talk to as many groups of people in our community as you can
about the history and the importance of this. It has been 34 years since the voters have been
asked to increase the revenue stream through the income tax. I think it’s a self-evident case that
a number of administrations and auditors over the past 3 decades have done yeoman’s job at
making this revenue stream last and stretch as far as it can and now is the time for action.
Mrs. Vail - I think that now that this has been altered so that there is identification for where the
funding will go to fire/EMS and police it certainly will be more palatable to the people whom we
represent because no one likes to just vote more taxes without knowing where they're going. We
are all working to keep ahead of our own expenses, but because we care about what is going on
in our community we need to have a good EMS, a good fire department as we do and we want to
keep them and we want to be supportive of our police department as we all know they are facing
some terrific problems that are in addition to everything else they've ever had.
Mr. Barone - If we are successful in increasing the dedicated funding for police and fire that that
will relieve some strain from the general fund and they may well wonder and ask aloud or to
themselves what is this council going to do with the money that they don't have to spend to fill
that hole in the police and fire budgets and to that I would say following an almost yearlong
study by our citizens finance study group we have identified and articulated a 10-year plan of
capital improvements and deferred maintenance in our city that is upward of $90 million of
which we can't ever imagine ever being able to address every issue on that list. I guess my first
comment would be to say what we are not going to do with it is to expand the size of city
government. That is not on anybody’s mind even with the respect to the fire and police budgets.
The money that will be generated, if we are successful, from this ½% levy will go to underwrite
the existing budgets. We are not talking about a major expansion of fire and police beyond the
three positions that we projected when we added coverage of Liberty Township and beyond the
addition of one, drug-related interdiction officer that has been requested by Chief Monroe in the
police department. There’s little or no chance that this revenue will outstrip the need that these
departments have and in the unlikely event that it does we have provided in this legislation for
any excess funds that are available to police and fire to be sequestered for future capital needs, be
they for a future substation for the fire department or for the replacement of the police
department, all of these things are projects that we know are in our near to immediate future and
we would welcome the opportunity to bank some money and to minimize our borrowing needs
for these major projects. As with our existing income tax, it only applies to earned income. I
mention this because I know throughout our conversations this summer that there was great
concern that at a time, particularly those on fixed incomes, which consists of pension and social
security, when they are going to be asked by a number of entities in our community to look at
some other needs that may affect their property taxes it was important for us that what we are
asking the citizens and the wage earners of our community to do in terms of a little extra effort
would not impact those people who are living on pensions, social security and unearned income.
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RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

Meeting of July 24, 2017

ADOPTED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
Sam Barone, First Ward
Nancy R. Vail, Third Ward
Barone, Francis, Vail, Fair, Kahrl, Seavolt, Booth

Updated: 7/17/2017 10:33 AM by Rob Broeren C

Page 6
Packet Pg. 18

14.1

City Council
City of Mount Vernon
Mount Vernon, OH 43050
ADOPTED
RESOLUTION 2017-53

Meeting: 07/24/17 7:30 PM
Dept: Finance and Budget
Barone, Vail
Category: Finance and Budget
Prepared By: Tanya Newell
Initiator: Tanya Newell
DOC ID: 1570

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO SELL BY SEALED
BID A VEHICLE NOT NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE BY THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON;
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code Sections 721.01 and 721.15 authorize municipalities to dispose
of personal property and vehicles no longer needed for municipal use,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon,
State of Ohio:
SECTION 1: That the Council finds that the City of Mount Vernon owns the following
vehicle: 1) a 2014 Chevrolet Impala, VIN 2G1WD5E31E1150525, that is no longer needed for
public use. Council also finds that the value of the vehicle is in excess of $1,000.00.
SECTION 2: That the Safety Service Director for the City of Mount Vernon be
authorized and directed to sell the vehicle, by sealed bid pursuant to Revised Code Section
721.15(A).
SECTION 3: This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure for the
immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the further reason that an
emergency exists in the usual daily operation of the various departments of the municipal
government and said Resolution shall, therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and
approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the
members elected to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise it shall take effect and
be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law.
COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Mr. Barone - We are authorizing the safety service director to sell a 2014 Chevy Impala that no
longer need for public use.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Sam Barone, First Ward
Nancy R. Vail, Third Ward
Barone, Francis, Vail, Fair, Kahrl, Seavolt, Booth
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Meeting: 07/24/17 7:30 PM
City of Mount Vernon Dept: Employee and Community Rel.
Mount Vernon, OH 43050
Francis, Kahrl
Category: Appointment
ADOPTED
Prepared By: Tanya Newell
Initiator: Tanya Newell
RESOLUTION 2017-54
DOC ID: 1573 B
A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR'S APPOINTMENT OF CHARLES WENDT TO
THE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon,
State of Ohio:
SECTION 1: That the Council for the City of Mount Vernon confirms the Mayor’s
appointment of Charles Wendt, 929 East Chestnut Blvd., Mount Vernon, Ohio to the Civil
Service Commission, fulfilling the unexpired term of Scott Craigo, commencing immediately,
and ending August 16, 2018.
SECTION 2: This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the further reason
that an emergency exists in the usual daily operation of the various departments of the municipal
government and said Resolution shall, therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and
approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the
members elected to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise it shall take effect and
be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law.
COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Mayor - We have 3 members of the Civil Service Commission, 2 of them have resigned recently.
One of them is moving out of town and the other has changed employement. Charles Wendt has
been a long time member of the city, lives out in the Chestnut Boulevard area, he is a semiretired school teacher out of Highland. He has volunteered, I have met with him and we have
talked about the responsibilities and we are happy to have him become a member of the
commission, replacing Mr. Craigo.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
John Francis, Second Ward
Susan Kahrl, At-Large
Barone, Francis, Vail, Fair, Kahrl, Seavolt, Booth
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City Council
City of Mount Vernon
Mount Vernon, OH 43050
ADOPTED
RESOLUTION 2017-55

Meeting: 07/24/17 7:30 PM
Dept: Finance and Budget
Barone, Vail
Category: Finance and Budget
Prepared By: Terry Scott
Initiator: Tanya Newell
DOC ID: 1576 A

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE CITY OF
MOUNT VERNON TO MAKE SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Mount Vernon, State of
Ohio:
SECTION 1:
That the Auditor for the City of Mount Vernon be, and he
herewith is, authorized and directed to make supplemental appropriations as
follows:
1. To Account 101.1900.53216, K-9 Unit Expense, in the amount of
$18,000.00.
(Grant from Arms of an Angle)
2. To Account 720.2800.53111, W/W Office-Dues & Supplies, in the
amount of $16,000.00.
3. To Account 720.2800.55511, W/W Office-Equipment, in the amount of
$500.00.
(Internal Fund Transfer - Fund 707)
4. To Account 701.2700.53111, Water Office-Dues & Supplies, in the
amount of $16,000.00.
5. To Account 701.2700.55511, Water Office-Equipment, in the
amount of $500.00.
(Internal Fund Transfer - Fund 703)
SECTION 2:
This Resolution provides for appropriations for the
current expenses of the city, and therefore, pursuant to Revised Code Section
731.20, it shall become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the
Mayor.
COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Mr. Barone - We have 5 appropriations, 4 of them appear to be relatively routine interoffice
appropriations, but one of them deserves some additional mention and that is the receipt or
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expenditure of $18,000 to the police K-9 unit. This $18,000 a gift from the Arms of an Angel
Fund of the Community Foundation and if you were paying attention to the media in the last
week or so you saw that we had a wonderful ceremony on the steps of City Hall where Mr.
David Culbertson presented to the Mayor, Chief Monroe and Terry Scott this check for $18,000.
He has worked since January/February to raise so that the city might acquire a K-9 unit for its
police department. We want to thank Mr. Culbertson again publicly for his hard work and
generosity over the last six months.
Mr. Daniels - I would like to mention that Dave's wife, Ellen also is a part of this and they do this
in memory of their son, Carl.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Sam Barone, First Ward
Nancy R. Vail, Third Ward
Barone, Francis, Vail, Fair, Kahrl, Seavolt, Booth
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City Council
City of Mount Vernon
Mount Vernon, OH 43050
ADOPTED
RESOLUTION 2017-56

Meeting: 07/24/17 7:30 PM
Dept: Finance and Budget
Barone, Vail
Category: Finance and Budget
Prepared By: Terry Scott
Initiator: Tanya Newell
DOC ID: 1577 A

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE CITY OF
MOUNT VERNON TO TRANSFER CERTAIN FUNDS.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Mount Vernon, State of
Ohio:
SECTION 1:
That the Auditor for the City of Mount Vernon be, and he
herewith is, authorized and directed to transfer funds as follows:
1. From Account 101.2100.55511, Fire-Equipment, to Account
101.2100.53214, Fire-Maintenance of Equipment, in the amount of
$10,000.00.
2. From Account 101.2640.53312, Pool-Maintenance of Equipment, to
Account 101.2640.54311, Pool-Training/Travel, in the amount of $1,602.00.
3. From Account 206.2300.55515, Small Cities Grant-Construction to Account
206.2300.54115, Small Cities Grant-Administration, in the amount of
$33,000.00.
4. From Account 401.2500.55516, Public Buildings & Lands, to Account
401.2900.55514, Street Paving, in the amount of $40,000.00.
SECTION 2: This Resolution provides for appropriations for the current
expenses of the city, and therefore, pursuant to Revised Code Section 731.30, it
shall become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor.
COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Mr. Scott - Item 3, the $33,000 in small cities grant. That's our CDBG program in which we do
a number of programs rehab housing and rental assistance. This is a line item adjustment
between the accounts. Item 4 for $40,000 to street paving out of public building and lands,
ODOT came through the city and paved parts of the roadway in our area this year and their price
that they gave us to begin with at the beginning of the year that you folks put in your capital
improvements was not sufficient based on their revised estimates. So we are moving money for
what we originally had set aside money to work with for the front steps of City Hall. We have
elected to defer that again, if you will and allocate these dollars to help pick-up our matching
share 20% of ODOT paving, Route 229.
Mr. Ball - With their project they had 2 issues, one they underestimated the amount of handicap
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work because there are federal funds involved in ODOT paving and so they have to bring all the
crosswalks up to the current ADA standards, secondly there bids came in 13% over their
estimate and they only had one bidder which was Kokosing Construction so they only had one
option and so they accepted the bid and those two things combined are the additional funds that
they have asked us to provide.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Sam Barone, First Ward
Nancy R. Vail, Third Ward
Barone, Francis, Vail, Fair, Kahrl, Seavolt, Booth
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City Council
Meeting: 07/24/17 7:30 PM
City of Mount Vernon Dept: Employee and Community Rel.
Mount Vernon, OH 43050
Francis, Kahrl
Category: Appointment
ADOPTED
Prepared By: Tanya Newell
Initiator: Tanya Newell
RESOLUTION 2017-57
DOC ID: 1575
A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR'S REAPPOINTMENT OF GAIL LABENNE TO
THE HISTORICAL REVIEW COMMISSION FOR A ONE-YEAR TERM, AND DECLARING
AN EMERGENCY.

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, State of Ohio:
SECTION 1: That the Council confirms the Mayor's reappointment of Gail A.
LaBenne, 401 North Gay Street, Mount Vernon, to the Historical Review Commission for a oneyear term, pursuant to Section 1172.04 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Mount Vernon.
The term will commence immediately upon passage of this resolution and expire July 24, 2018.
SECTION 2: This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the further reason
of ensuring a full membership on the Historical Review Commission, and said Resolution shall,
therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided that it
receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the Council of the
City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest
period allowed by law.
COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Mayor - Gail has served on the Historical Review Commission for a number of years, they are
one-year appointments, we'd like to have them longer than that, but they are one-year. She lives
in the historic district, council requires the two members that join the planning commission for
review of historic changes in buildings and Gail's acutally been an outstanding member. She's
brave enough to speak out and we're pleased that she would accept an additional year.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
John Francis, Second Ward
Susan Kahrl, At-Large
Barone, Francis, Vail, Fair, Kahrl, Seavolt, Booth
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City Council
City of Mount Vernon
Mount Vernon, OH 43050
ADOPTED
ORDINANCE 2017-21

Meeting: 07/24/17 7:30 PM
Dept: Planning and Zoning
Vail, Barone
Category: Planning and Zoning
Prepared By: Rob Broeren
Initiator: Tanya Newell
DOC ID: 1554 B

AN ORDINANCE TO PROHIBIT ALL MEDICAL MARIJUANA ACTIVITES, INCLUDING
THE CULTIVATION, PROCESSING, OR RETAIL SALE OF MEDICAL MARIJUANA, IN
ANY ZONING DISTRICT IN THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, OHIO

WHEREAS, Ohio has authorized the use of marijuana for medical purposes and
established the medical marijuana control program through Substitute House Bill 523 and
Chapter 3796 of the Ohio Revised Code, which became effective September 8, 2016; and
WHEREAS, the Act included the adoption of Ohio Revised Code Section 3796.29,
which authorized the legislative body of a municipal corporation to adopt by Ordinance
restrictions including, limiting the number of, or the entire prohibition of cultivators, processors
or retail dispensaries within said municipal corporation; and
WHEREAS, this Council has determined it to be in the best interest of the community
health, safety and welfare to prohibit the cultivation, processing and/or retail dispensing of
medical marijuana within the City of Mount Vernon.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
MOUNT VERNON, STATE OF OHIO, THAT:
SECTION 1: That Section 1151.10 entitled “PROHIBITION OF MEDICAL
MARIJUANA ACTIVITIES” be added to Chapter 1151 of the Codified Ordinances of the City
of Mount Vernon, and shall read as follows:
(a) Definitions.
(1)

“Medical marijuana” means marijuana that is cultivated, processed, dispensed,
possessed, or used for a medical purpose.

(2)

“Cultivate” means to grow, harvest, package, and transport medical marijuana pursuant
to Chapter 3976 of the Ohio Revised Code.

(3)

“Cultivator” means an entity that has been issued a certificate of operation by the Ohio
Department of Commerce to grow, harvest, package, and transport medical marijuana
as permitted under Chapter 3496 of the Ohio Revised Code.

(4)

“Dispensary” means an entity licensed pursuant to sections 3796.04 and 3796.10 of the
Ohio Revised Code and any rules promulgated thereunder to sell medical marijuana to
qualifying patients and caregivers.

(5)

“Dispense” means the delivery of medical marijuana to a patient or the patient’s
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registered caregiver that is packaged in a suitable container appropriately labeled for
subsequent administration to or use by a patient who has an active patient registration
with the State of Ohio Board of Pharmacy, authorizing them to receive medical
marijuana.
(6)

“Manufacture” means the process of converting harvested plant marijuana into
marijuana extract by physical or chemical means for use as an ingredient in a medical
marijuana product.

(7)

“Medical marijuana entity” means a licensed medical marijuana cultivator, processor,
dispensary, or testing laboratory.

(8)

“Medical marijuana product” means a product that contains cannabinoids that have
been extracted from plant material or the resin therefrom by physical or chemical
means and is intended for administration to a registered patient, including but not
limited to oils, tinctures, edibles, patches, and other forms approved under division
(A)(6) of section 3796.06 of the Ohio Revised Code.

(9)

“Plant material” means the leaves, stems, buds, and flowers of the marijuana plant, and
does not include seedlings, seeds, clones, stalks, or roots of the plant or the weight of
any non-marijuana ingredients combined with marijuana.

(10) “Plant-only processor” means a cultivator that has received a license from the Ohio
Department of Commerce for the limited purpose of packaging, selling, and delivering
finished plant material directly to a licensed dispensary for sale to a patient or
caregiver.
(11) “Processor” means an entity that has been issued a certificate of operation by the Ohio
Department of Commerce to manufacture marijuana products.
(b) Prohibited Activities. All medical marijuana activities, including but not limited to the
cultivation, processing, or dispensing of marijuana for medical purposes, are prohibited in all
zoning districts in the City of Mount Vernon, Ohio.

HISTORY:
06/26/17

RESULT:

City Council

FIRST READING

SECOND READING
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City Council
Meeting: 07/24/17 7:30 PM
City of Mount Vernon Dept: Employee and Community Rel.
Mount Vernon, OH 43050
Francis, Kahrl
Category: Personnel
ADOPTED
Prepared By: Tanya Newell
Initiator: Tanya Newell
ORDINANCE 2017-22
DOC ID: 1559
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2016-04 FIXING THE NUMBER OF
HOURLY EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON; AND DECLARING AN
EMERGENCY.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, State of Ohio:
SECTION 1:

That the following positions are hereby authorized as indicated:

POLICE DEPARTMENT:
Nine Supervisors (Sergeants and Corporals)
Not more than 19 Police Officers
One Records Clerk
Use of all above mentioned said personnel is authorized as required to meet the work demands of the Police
Department as appropriated.
WASTEWATER WORKS DEPT:
½ Utility Operation Foreman
½ Assistant Utility Operation Foreman
½ Clerk Typist IV
½ Two Utility Clerk Typist III
½ One Utility Clerk Typist II
½ One Meter Reader and Repairer and Foreman
½ Two Meter Readers and Repairers
½ Laboratory Technician/Pretreatment Coordinator
One Chief Wastewater Operator

Four Plant Operators
½ Assistant Laboratory Technician (full time)
Assistant Laboratory Technician (part-time)
Sludge Operator
½ Two Mechanic-Plant Maintenance
Not more than 2 Equipment Operators
Not more than 4 Maintenance Workers
¼ One Utility Clerk Typist II

Use of all above mentioned said personnel is authorized as required to meet the work demands of the Wastewater
Works Department as appropriated.
ENGINEER’S DEPARTMENT:
3 Technicians
1 Aide

Clerk Typist IV

Use of all above mentioned said personnel is authorized as required to meet the work demands of the Engineer’s
Department as appropriated.
PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND LANDS:
Foreman
Seasonal Personnel
Use of all above mentioned said personnel is authorized as required to meet the work demands of the Public
Buildings and Lands Department as appropriated.
PARKS :
Foreman
Three Maintenance Workers

Seasonal Personnel Leader
Seasonal Personnel
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Equipment Operator
Use of all above mentioned said personnel is authorized as required to meet the work demands of the Parks
Department as appropriated.
STREET DEPARTMENT:
Foreman
Assistant Foreman
Two Equipment Operators
Part-time Maintenance Worker
One Part-Time Clerk Typist IV

One Traffic Signal Technician/Equipment Operator
Not more than 5 Maintenance Workers
Seasonal Employees

Use of all above mentioned said personnel is authorized as required to meet the work demands of the Street
Department as appropriated.
FIRE DEPARTMENT:
Three Captains
Three Lieutenants
Not more than 30 Firefighters and/or Firefighter/Paramedics
One Fire Prevention Officer
One EMS/Training Coordinator Lieutenant
Use of all above mentioned said personnel is authorized as required to meet the work demands of the Fire
Department as appropriated.
WATER WORKS DEPARTMENT:
½ Utility Operation Foreman
½ Utility Assistant Operation Foreman
½ One Clerk Typist IV
½ Two Clerk Typists III
½ One Utility Clerk Typist II
½ One Meter Reader and Repairer Foreman
½ Two Meter Reader and Repairers
½ Two Mechanic-Plant Maintenance

½ Laboratory Technician/Pretreatment Coordinator
½ Asst. Laboratory Technician (Full Time)
Four Plant Operators
Not more than 2 Pipefitters
Not more than 2 Equipment Operators
Not more than 3 Maintenance Workers
One Chief Water Operator
¼ One Utility Clerk Typist II

Use of all above mentioned said personnel is authorized as required to meet the work demands of the Water Works
Department as appropriated.
CEMETERY DEPARTMENT:
Foreman
Equipment Operator

Two Maintenance Workers
Seasonal Personnel

Use of all above mentioned said personnel is authorized as required to meet the work demands of the Cemetery
Department as appropriated.
GENERAL (Parks, Public Buildings & Land)
One Clerk Typist IV
Use of all above mentioned said personnel is authorized as required to meet the work demands of the Parks, Public
Buildings & Land and Street Departments as appropriated.
SECTION 2:
This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the further reason that an emergency exists in
the usual daily operation of the various departments of the municipal government and said Ordinance shall,
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therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives the
affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise it
shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law.

HISTORY:
06/26/17

City Council

FIRST READING

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Mr. Daniels - This is a part-time position, 20 hours a week, the pay rate will be $17.16 an hour
and the funds to do this will come out of the water/wastewater utility fund, 1/2 of the wages will
be paid by the water fund and the other 1/2 will be paid by the wastewater fund.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
John Francis, Second Ward
Susan Kahrl, At-Large
Barone, Francis, Vail, Fair, Kahrl, Seavolt, Booth
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TABLED
ORDINANCE 2017-23

Meeting: 07/24/17 7:30 PM
Dept: Planning and Zoning
Vail, Barone
Category: Planning and Zoning
Prepared By: Rob Broeren
Initiator: Tanya Newell
DOC ID: 1568 A

AN ORDINANCE TO SUBMIT TO THE ELECTORS OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON,
OHIO THE QUESTION “SHALL A COMMISSION BE CHOSEN TO FRAME A CHARTER?”

WHEREAS, the Ohio Constitution empowers electors of local municipalities to establish
home rule through the adoption of a charter form of government; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to Article XVIII, Section 8 of the Ohio Constitution, the electors of
the City of Mount Vernon have the authority to adopt a charter rather than be governed by the
statutes of the State of Ohio; and
WHEREAS, as the first step in the charter process, the City of Mount Vernon desires to
submit to the electors of Mount Vernon the following question: “Shall a commission be chosen
to frame a charter?”; and
WHEREAS, Article XVIII, Section 8 of the Ohio Constitution requires that the question
be submitted to the electors at the next regular municipal election if one shall occur not less than
sixty (60) nor more than one hundred and twenty days (120) after its passage; and
WHEREAS, two-thirds (2/3) of all member concurring, City Council hereby finds and
determines that the best interest of the community and citizens would be best served if the
question establishing a Charter Commission was submitted to the electorate;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MOUNT
VERNON, KNOX COUNTY, OHIO, THAT:
SECTION 1: The question “Shall a commission be chosen to frame a charter?” shall be
submitted to a vote of the qualified electors of the City of Mount Vernon, Ohio at the general
election to be held on November 7, 2017, at the regular places and hours in the City of Mount
Vernon as established by the Board of Elections of Knox County, Ohio. The question shall be
submitted in the following form:
“Shall a commission be chosen to frame a charter?”
To the left of such wording shall appear, in boxes with appropriate place of marking, the words
“Yes” and “No” and each voter shall indicate his or her vote by placing an appropriate mark in
one of the places so provided or otherwise clearly shown on the voting machines as the Knox
County Board of Elections may determine.
SECTION 2: The ballot under the which the question provided for in Section 1 shall be
submitted shall bear no party designation. It shall have printed or written, thereon, the name of
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all electors who shall have been nominated as provided in Section 3, and such directions as will
aid the elector, as “Vote for no more than fifteen” and the like, and certification of the election
officers upon the back of the ballot as prescribed by law. If a majority of the electors voting on
the question “Shall a commission be chosen to frame a charter?” shall vote in the affirmative the
fifteen (15) electors receiving the largest number of votes for members of the commission shall
constitute a commission to frame a charter.
SECTION 3: All nominations for members of the Commission shall be made by nomination
papers signed by not fewer than twenty-five (25) of the persons eligible to vote at regular
municipal elections, and the nomination papers shall be filed with the Knox County Board of
Elections no later than 4:00 pm on September 1, 2017. In all other respects, the nominating
papers shall be signed, filed and certified in the same manner as is provided by law for the
signing, filing and certification of the nomination papers of candidates for municipal offices.
SECTION 4: Pursuant to law, the whole number of ballots to be printed for the election of
persons to act as members of the charter commission shall be divided equally by the number of
candidates for said offices, and the quotient shall be the number of ballots in each series of
ballots to be printed. The names of candidates shall be arranged in alphabetical order in the first
series of ballots printed, and the process shall be repeated until each name shall have been first.
The ballots shall then be combined in tablets, with no two having the same order of names
together.
SECTION 5: The ballots shall be printed so as to give each elector a clear opportunity to
designate his or her choice of candidates. Provisions shall be made on the ballot to allow the
voter to write in the name or names of any person or persons not printed on the ballot for whom
he or she desires to vote, provided write-in candidates comply with any applicable law or valid
Knox County Board of Elections rule or regulation.
SECTION 6: The Clerk of Council is hereby directed to certify a copy of this Ordinance within
seven (7) days passage to the Knox County Board of Elections.
SECTION 7: It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning and
relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council, a
vote of two-thirds (2/3) of more of voting members concurring; and that all deliberations of the
Council and any of its committees that resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to
the public and in compliance with all legal requirements.
SECTION 8: This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period
permitted by law.
HISTORY:
06/26/17

City Council

FIRST READING
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MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

Meeting of July 24, 2017

POSTPONED INDEFINITELY [UNANIMOUS]
Nancy R. Vail, Third Ward
Sam Barone, First Ward
Barone, Francis, Vail, Fair, Kahrl, Seavolt, Booth
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City Council
City of Mount Vernon
Mount Vernon, OH 43050
ADOPTED
ORDINANCE 2017-24

Meeting: 07/24/17 7:30 PM
Dept: Planning and Zoning
Vail, Barone
Category: Annexation
Prepared By: Tanya Newell
Initiator: Tanya Newell
DOC ID: 1574

AN ORDINANCE CONSENTING TO THE ANNEXATION OF 3.249 ACRES FROM CLINTON
TOWNSHIP INTO THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON BY THE PETITION OF THE CITY OF
MOUNT VERNON; PROVIDING FOR CERTAIN CITY SERVICES TO THE ANNEXED
PARCEL AND PROVIDING PROTECTIONS AGAINST INCOMPATIBLE USES UNDER
EXISTING TOWNSHIP ZONING; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code Section 709.023 provides the process for an Expedited
Type 2 annexation where the annexed territory remains subject to the real estate taxation of the
township, and
WHEREAS, on March 16, 2017 the Knox County Board of Commissioners journalized a
petition from the City of Mount Vernon to have 3.249 acres located in Clinton Township
annexed into the City of Mount Vernon under the Expedited Type 2 process.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon,
State of Ohio:
SECTION 1: That pursuant to Revised Code Section 709.023(D), the City of Mount
Vernon consents to the annexation proposed in the City of Mount Vernon’s petition.
SECTION 2: That upon annexation into the City of Mount Vernon, the City shall
provide the following services to the annexed parcel:
a) Police Protection
b) Fire Protection
c) Emergency Medical Services
d) Potable Water Service
e) Wastewater Service
SECTION 3: That City Council finds that the annexation parcel is currently subject to
Clinton Township Zoning, pursuant to Chapter 519 of the Revised Code. If the territory is
annexed and becomes subject to zoning by the City of Mount Vernon, and City zoning permits
uses in the annexed territory that the City determines are clearly incompatible with the uses
permitted under current township zoning regulations in the adjacent land remaining within the
township from which the territory was annexed, the City Council will require, in the zoning
ordinance permitting the incompatible uses, the owner of the annexed territory to provide a
buffer separating the use of the annexed territory and the adjacent land remaining within the
township. “Buffer” includes open space, landscaping, fences, walls, and other structured
elements; streets and street rights-of-way; and bicycle and pedestrian paths and sidewalks.
SECTION 4: This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary
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for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the further reason
that Revised Code Section 709.023(C) requires the City to act within 20 days of the filing of the
annexation petition to state what municipal services it will provide to a parcel annexed through
this process, therefore, it become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor,
provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the
Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and
after the earliest period allowed by law.
COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Mrs. Vail - This Ordinance was 2017-12 earlier this year and in May because of some questions
that had arisen we did suspend [sic] that ordinance indefinitely and now it has come back to us as
2017-24.
Mayor - This is the Commerce Drive annexation, one that we started on several months ago
which Mrs. Vail already stated. This had to do with the placement of the traffic signal out there.
In this particular case the west side of the road was in the city and the east side was not, ODOT
said if you want to put a traffic signal in you have to be able to say that the traffic signal is inside
the city. That started this project, we did run into a little snag because it is required that we have
an annexation agreement with each annexation parcel that we want to do, this is under the Type
II annexation so the people actually stay in the township, but also come to the city and so we
now have the agreement from Clinton Township and we believe that we are ready for
annexation.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Nancy R. Vail, Third Ward
Sam Barone, First Ward
Barone, Francis, Vail, Fair, Kahrl, Seavolt, Booth
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